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Minister’s Letter 
 
We approach the end of another year, a year when we can look back on joys and sorrows, 
hopes realised, disappointments met, dreams fulfilled or still to be. 
We are not meant to live in the past or hanker for the past but to learn from it in order 
that we can live a better tomorrow. 
With that thought in mind we might raise the question that the year just past shows many 
unlearned lessons. We still have wars and famines. We still have terrorism. We still have 
child abuse and neglect. We were reminded of the fragility of the world economic situation 
and perhaps a warning of bigger problems ahead. 
All of this causes us to realise that the starting point for world change begins with 
personal change of heart.  It‟s easy to criticise others for the mess we end up in but how 
would we fare under close inspection of our morals? How can we receive criticism without 
becoming embittered people? What have we done to help others? How often do we 
consider the needs of others and ask how we can help someone else live a better life? 
The Christmas story is ever old and ever new. 
We can look back and see the same conditions then as now. Jesus was born into poverty. 
His nation was taxed to the hilt. King Herod arranged infanticide. Jesus grew up to be 
misrepresented, criticised, abused and murdered. 
But what makes the Christmas story the good news is that it speaks of the one who was 
born to be the Prince of Peace. It tells of the one who lived a perfect life and knew no sin. 
It speaks to us of the hope for mankind that one day His Kingdom will come and He will 
reign for ever and ever as Handel often reminds us at Christmas. 
The Kingdom of Jesus Christ will be one of perfect peace. It may be hard for us to think of 
such a peace in this troubled world in which we live. 
I hope you can look back and learn from the year past and allow the Lord to use it for His 
glory in the year that lies ahead. 
What we need personally and as a nation is a fresh injection of hope. 
The Christian has this hope through the birth of Jesus and following in His ways.  
May you know that peace in your heart as a reality and may the reality of that peace flow 
from you to others that little by little we will do something to advance His Kingdom for His 
glory. 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Billy Kelly 
 
 
FROM THE SESSION CLERK 
I recently had occasion to study the parable of the Great Banquet (sometimes known as 
the Parable of Excuses). It is one of the best known of parables, in which a ruler invites 
guests to a banquet, but only gets insulting refusals; so he extends the invitation to the 
poor and humble of the town and even to the outcasts in the highways and byways 
outside the town. I won‟t recount it in detail; it can be found in two slightly different 
versions in Matt 22: 1-14 and Luke 14: 15-24. 
 
We can draw lessons from this parable which are as relevant to us today as they were to 
the first listeners: 
It tells about God‟s love and compassion – how the invitation to the kingdom of heaven is 
open to all, good or bad, rich or poor, Jew or Gentile. All are welcome who accept the 



invitation in good faith. However undeserving we may be (and we are all undeserving!) we 
are all invited to eternal life in the Kingdom of God. 
It tells us about the perversity and hypocrisy of human nature – how those who are 
apparently in the best position to understand and accept are often the least willing to take 
the step of faith, because they are too afraid, or proud, or greedy, to step out of their 
comfort zone; because they are are in thrall to legalistic rules and regulations, or material 
possessions, or want to hang on to their positions of power and authority. 
It tells us of God‟s righteousness and how his judgment will fall on those who spurn his 
invitation and on those who ill-treat and murder his servants. 
It also carries a warning to those who accept his invitation but come to the feast 
unsuitably clothed. Acceptance of the invitation to God‟s Kingdom involves repentance and 
rebirth in the spirit. A heart that was previously shrouded in darkness and sin becomes 
reclothed in light and love. And this will become manifest in the fruits of the spirit as that 
person grows and matures in faith. The bible is full of stories of false prophets and 
teachers; and the church has always had to beware of those people who come forward as 
leaders, teachers, or healers, who have an agenda that is not of the Holy Spirit. They may 
fool the people, but they can never hide their hearts from God; and in this parable they 
receive due warning that they will be cast into the outer darkness. 
You only have to look around the congregation in Troqueer or any other church on a 
Sunday to see that there are people in the fellowship from a wide variety of backgrounds: 
 Some have grown up in the church and have been familiar with the gospel message  
          all their lives. 
 Some maybe were brought to the church as children and have come back after a  
          long absence. 
 Some have a background of a different faith; some of no faith at all. 
 Some have come from comfortable loving homes. 
 Some have had lives of deprivation, abuse, unemployment, ill-health. 
 Some may have been caught up in crime or the drug scene. 
 
 But all are equally welcome to the feast. 
 
The fact that we come to the church means we have accepted the invitation to the 
banquet; but how many of us have changed for dinner? How far have our hearts been 
transformed by the Spirit? How far will we go in our walk with Jesus before we start 
finding reasons and excuses to stay at home?  
I‟m as good as anyone else at coming up with reasons for not doing something, when in 
truth I‟m just not in the mood, or I‟d rather be doing something else. It is sometimes 
difficult to be honest with ourselves, and we might even start to believe  our own excuses, 
but we can never fool God! 
Spare a thought for the king‟s servants in this parable. They represent those brothers and 
sisters who go out into the world bringing the gospel message to those who have never 
heard it or who have turned their back on it. They often meet with rejection and 
sometimes death. We are told to brush the dust from our feet when the door is slammed 
shut on gospel message, and to move on. It is not for us to judge or punish those who 
reject Jesus or his servants – God will do that in his own time. 
In Luke‟s version the parable doesn‟t end with the table being full; It ends with the task of 
finding more people to share in the banquet still in progress. The task of inviting people 
into the Kingdom of God is still in progress – and there are plenty of seats left! 
 



Why not enjoy some of the events which are detailed below 
and encourage a friend or neighbour to come along with you. 

 
 
Christmas Family Service – Sunday 14 December, 11am  (Church) 

An all-age service to celebrate Christmas with participation from the Powerhouse children 

and leaders. 

 
Carol Singing – Monday 22 December, 6.30pm  (Goldielea) 

At the request of residents and staff we have been given the opportunity to carol sing at 

Goldielea Nursing Home.  This is a great opportunity to bless others while singing some of 

your favourite carols. 

 
Parish Carol Singing – Tuesday 23 & Wednesday 24 December, 

6.45pm  (Centre) 

Each year, for many years, we have gathered to tread the streets of Troqueer at 

Christmas time, singing and collecting for charity. This year will be no exception. 

 
We will congregate in the Church Centre on both of these nights at 6.45pm to organise 

ourselves and commit our time to the Lord before leaving at 7pm. If you plan to join late, 

then please speak to Sheila Notman – 251104 or Christine Wakefield – 252327 to find out 

where we will be going. 

 
It would be wonderful to see some new faces in with the old ones!! If you are not a singer 

– then please come and help collect. The more people there are the easier it is for 

everyone. Dress in warm clothes.  Refreshments served in the Centre to revive and warm 

you at the end! 

 
Watchnight Service – Wednesday 24 December, 11.30pm  (Church) 

This is always a special service, a time to worship God and thank Him for sending His Son 

to be our Saviour.  There is an opportunity to greet and bless one another for Christmas 

Day. 

 
Christmas Day Service – Tuesday 25 December, 11am  (Church) 

If you are not good late at night and missed the blessings of the watchnight service why 

not come along at 11am for our Christmas Day Celebration. Children, (adults too!!!) you 

can even bring along your favourite Christmas present to show to everyone. 

 

 

CHARITIES BEING SUPPORTED THIS YEAR 

 



Cancer Research Scotland 

Cancer Research UK (of which Cancer Reasearch Scotland is a part) is 

one of the few independent organisations in the world with the ability 

to transform pioneering research into treatments for cancer patients.  
 

Research is a step-by-step process that involves collecting and examining information.  Research is 

done to improve our knowledge and understanding about the world we live in.  It almost always 

involves finding out something new.  
 

Cancer Research is the study of cancer, from the most basic nuts-and-bolts of cell biology to large 

studies of entire populations and the effects of treatment.  Cancer Research fund the work of over 

4,500 scientists, doctors and nurses across the UK, and run specialised institutes dedicated to 

cancer research.  Researchers collect and analyse information about every aspect of the disease.  

This includes:  

¶ What causes cancer  

¶ How cancers form  

¶ The different ways to treat cancer  

¶ How cancer can be prevented  

…and much, much more.  
 

The final goal of cancer research is to produce effective treatment and prevention for the many 

different types of cancers around today.  
 

Further information at www.cancerresearchuk.org 

 

Sightsavers International  

Sightsavers works to combat blindness in developing countries, 

restoring sight through specialist treatment and eye care.  They 

work in over 30 countries with partners who provide the clinical 

expertise.  They also support people who are irreversibly blind by providing education, counselling 

and training.  They help the people who need it most - those living in poverty in some of the 

world's poorest countries. 
 

At present, 37 million people are blind, and a further 124 million have serious visual impairment.  

A further 100 million people will needlessly lose their sight over the next 20 years.  Sightsavers 

aim is to prevent the tragedy of avoidable blindness.  They work alongside governments and local 

organisations to provide the funding, support and expertise needed to make a lasting difference to 

those who are tragically going blind.  The effects of this work will be seen for many lifetimes. 
 

It costs:- 

5p to protect someone from river blindness for a year 

£1 for a stand magnifier, which would help a child with low vision with their studies 

£5 to pay for lid surgery for trachoma 

£10 for 4 folding white canes, to help blind people with their mobility & independence 

£15 for a Universal Braille kit, to help visually impaired children study 

£17 for an adult cataract operation 

£45 to treat a whole community for river blindness and trachoma 

£72 for a training course enabling teachers to teach low vision pupils in an integrated 

classroom 

£110 to train teachers how to teach blind children in an integrated class 
 

Further information at www.sightsavers.org  

http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/


 

 
 
From Joel and his team‟s rented base beside Kigali Airport they minister to and support a 

poor suburban population.  Their people live, for the most part, in basic housing without 

running water or drainage – so their smart turn-out is particularly impressive.  The recent 

history of the country has left a legacy of traumatised young women, orphans and 

problems of HIV/AIDS. 

 

 

 

Rwanda, smaller than Scotland, is a beautiful mostly green hill country with an enviable 

climate.  It has the potential to readily support its 8 million population but only has 

sparse mineral resources and little industry. 

 

 

 



This veritable Eden was devastated by genocide a mere 14 years ago.  While some 

horrific physical scars remain it is the mental scars which will take many generations to 

heal.  Guilt-driven foreign investment following the tragedy will certainly transform Kigali, 

then the whole country, over the next few years but also introduce its own problems 

associated with western secularism. 

 

Even before the genocide the country was predominantly Christian but many churches 
could not provide sanctuary.  Organised religion has, therefore, a considerable handicap 
and only a genuine Jesus approach will win through. 

 

Why Troqueer is involved. 

You will have heard Billy tell of the African minister‟s plea to the General Assembly.  Joel‟s 

name was given to him by friends of Dave and Maggie Gurney; Nick and Elsie a mixed 

marriage Rwandan couple forced to flee during the genocide. 

 

Our financial contributions to Joel‟s church were answers to the teams prayers and helped, 

initially, convert the bar they rented into a worship place for their growing congregation.  

An early modest contribution from the Guild proved the stimulus to launch a women‟s 

project which continues to develop. 

 

While humbly receiving their repeated thanks throughout our recent visit their need for 

ongoing and future support was all too obvious.  Our aim is, by prayerful giving, to 

nurture them towards their goals.  The immediate! vision is for a serviceable large hall to 

support all their activities and a mission church in every province of the country!!  Their 

site, adjacent to the airport, is ideally placed to support a commercial outreach based on 

provision of meals/snacks and sale of the women‟s produce.  They envisage a church 

nursery open to the public and will undoubtedly become, in the provinces, involved in 

education. 

 

Our relative financial situations. 
Although Divine Destiny Ministries membership now equals our own the youth and poverty 

of the individuals mean they are not self-supporting.  Their giving scarcely covers the 

buildings rent and utilities and the modest needs of their sacrificially living volunteer team. 

Thanks to your generosity over the years we, on the other hand, have been able to 

genuinely help, through our contributions, other Scottish congregations as well as meet 

our own needs.  Obviously we cannot, especially in these straitened times, fail to meet 

the needs of our own prebyterian church. 

We ask that you prayerfully consider the level of your regular giving and, increase it if 

humanly possible.  Remember our present health and social services position in Scotland 

would be impossible without taxation and consider what a portion of your tithe will do to 

help our brothers and sisters in Rwanda reach their full potential. 

 

As the enclosed leaflets further explain all giving to Joel‟s church must go through the 
Troqueer Church accounts – so that we can show the authorities it was given specifically 
for that purpose and gift aid tax can be reclaimed.  Special collections stand on their own 



but regular giving needs to be “assigned” – which means it cannot simply be added to 
the “open-plate” offering on a Sunday. 

 

Jim Lawrence, Joan Milligan and Sandra Bonnar can be approached for advice at any 

time. 

There are still children who can be sponsored, if you wish to sponsor a child please speak 

to Jim Lawrence 

 

Scotland v Arentina 
 

On the 19th November, John Wilson and I headed off to Glasgow on the early train from 
Dumfries. Our mission was to witness for Jesus to the crowds gathered for the Scotland v 
Argentina football match at Hampden Park.  
Once the train shunted to a halt in Central Station we disembarked and slowly made our 
way to the rest room, freshened up we then headed for Renfield Street just outside 
Central Station. Now noon we took up positions, I outside Burger King and John over the 
road at the side entrance to Central Station. On the way up we had made up our bundles, 
tracts, my own, George Best and John Wilson all true stories of our conversion to Christ, 
also 30 DVD‟s with testimonies from all walks of life, i.e. soldier, joiner, nurse, Mafia boss, 
convict etc. John also had 7 copies of his book „Impossible with men, possible with God‟ 
(now being printed for 2nd edition) which tells how he was „very lost‟ and eventually saved 
by Jesus. So armed with our two-edged swords we began to give out the tracts. Two 
hours later we were both needing to sit down, so we called it a day. We headed back into 
Central, and over a welcomed cuppa we tallied up. Over 200 tracts given out, 28 DVDs 
and 6 books. This is good seed that God can build on, we are not responsible for „saving‟, 
just for staying loyal to God, He will water His own seeds. Some of the people we met, 
Duncan (homeless) took gospel literature. Evelyn (café customer), we sat at her table 
thinking the tea on it was abandoned, however, Evelyn came back to get her tea, and 
through that she also got the gospel. Two girls (Thornton‟s Toffee Shop) Donna and Lisa, 
both heard and accepted the gospel. Andie (Argentina supporter), Paul (Scottish 
supporter), and many other supporters got the gospel. So even though Scotland got beat, 
at least some got the „good news‟ of their lives.  
Eventually the train for Dumfries arrived and we bundled on. On the way home the two 
lassies sitting next to us were chatty, John started to tell them the gospel. He used my 
presence as an „object lesson‟. He told them my story, when he mentioned my plastic hips 
and how I got them, Stephanie (one of the girls) broke down. She openly cried at the 
story of how God saved me. Remember Stephanie and the other girl, John gave Stephanie 
a book (number 7) and tracts as well as DVDs.  
Right to Kirkconnel the Lord still used us then we hit home. Later in reflection, I thought 
what a brilliant day, productive rather than destructive, a great feeling for someone who 
was trapped in a bottle. 
 It‟s great to have a purpose to serve the living risen Saviour!!!!!! 
George McGaughie 
 
 

Israel 
This is the 60th celebration year of the birth of Israel as a state in the land God gave to 
them (Genesis 17:8).  I am concerned at the lack of knowledge in the church at large and 



in general, of the place the Jewish nation holds in God‟s plan of the last days. Israel needs 
our prayers and support for God told Abraham “I will bless those who bless you and curse 
those who curse you”, God called Israel “the apple of his eye”. Can we think any less of 
them than God?  
 
Israel has a population of 6 million with an area of land 21,000 sqm while the surrounding 
Arab/Muslim states, who want Israel wiped of the earth, have 314 million people and 14 
million sqm. The latter is 666 times as big as Israel. Do you think this number is 
significant? See Revelation 13:18. 
 
We need to pray for our government and their foreign policy in the Middle East because 
their decisions will affect directly our country – whether we are blessed or otherwise the 
Jewish people need to know Jesus as their Messiah. This should be our prayer for them 
for as St Paul writes in Romans 9 “I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel. Theirs is 
the adoption as sons, theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the 
temple worship and the promise. Theirs are the patriarchs and from them is traced the 
human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, for ever praised. Amen” 
 
Paul also talks about our relationship with Israel in Ephesians 2 (remember Paul was the 
apostle to the Gentiles) “We were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel 
and foreigners to the covenant of the promise, without hope, without God. But in Christ 
we have been brought near through the blood of Christ”. And through Christ we are “heirs 
together with Israel, members of one body and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus” 
(Ephesians 3:6) 
 
Janet Marshall 
 

Queen of the South – Praised for effort 
 
In conjunction with praising Queen of the South for their effort last season that brought a 
lot of excitement and enjoyment to us all, I thought I‟d tell this seasonal tale. 
 
In ancient times a wise woman from the East came to Jerusalem to pay homage to a king, 
she brought gold and spices and enquired regarding the name of the Lord. 
1 Kings 10:1&2 
 
Hundreds of years later wise men from the East came to Jerusalem to pay homage to a 
king and they brought gold and spices. Have you ever wondered how they knew the sign 
that signified the birth of the king? – Could it be that the Queen of the South preserved 
through her royal lineage information gained from King Solomon about the appearance of 
a specific star that would signify the birth of a special king? If this were true, then the 
Queen of the South played a significant part in politically dignifying and proclaiming the 
birth of this special king. 
 
Jesus praised the Queen of the South for her outstanding effort to hear the Wisdom of 
Solomon.  Matt 12:42. But we are fortunate for we have instant access to one greater 
than Solomon, so let us continue in our everyday lives, and as Queen of the South say – 
get a result! 
 



Bill Murphy 
 

 

 Present Aid 
Copies of the gift catalogue are on the sides of the church. This year, for the first time, I 
have a Present Aid kit which contains gift cards for 10 of the most popular gifts, so I am 
able to sell gifts direct.  If you are not familiar with the concept – the giver gives a 
donation which goes into a fund for different projects – working though Christian Aid‟s 
partners so the money is used appropriate for the local situation. The giver then receives a 
card to pass on with details of what the gift could buy e.g. school shoes, chickens, 
mosquito nets etc..   Alison Wright (tel 257898)  
  
Carol Singing  
 There will be Carol singing at Homebase on Saturday 13th December between 1:30pm -
3:30pm. to raise money for Christian Aid. Everyone welcome.  Being a  good singer is not 
a requirement!   
  
Lent Lunches:  
The first Lent Lunch will be on Friday 28th February in St. John's Hall.  
  
 
 

 
 

 

Prayer:  

God of peace, you forget no one.  
Be gracious to the people of Congo and bless them.  
May we who have been given so much,  
strengthen our resolve to work and pray for reconciliation  
in all parts of the world bloodied by war.  
Give us the grace to watch with those who weep  
and the endurance to stand with those who wait for a safe return home.  
Work through us to hold all suffering people in the palm of your hand  
and to heal your broken world.   
So roads scarred by the suffering of your people,  
are made into perfected paths to peace. 

Amen. 

(Christian Aid/Kate Tuckett) 



The Fairtrade group were pleased to recently host a visit to Dumfries 
and Galloway from Bruce Crowther , who was involved in the first ever Fairtrade town. 
Bruce explained the goals for Fairtrade towns and campaigns were launched in Dumfries, 
Castle Douglas and Wigtown, Dunscore are close to submitting their application.  Plans are 
underway for Fairtrade fortnight Feb 23rd to   - 8th  March  2009  
We are expecting to have a Producer visiting our region- watch out for more details.  
 
Eastern Congo:  
Christian Aid has a special emergency appeal for the situation in Eastern Congo. As well as 
this you can give to an emergency fund that responds to disasters as they happen.  

DR Congo crisis - help us respond 

Help Christian Aid respond to the humanitarian crisis in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) which has forced thousands of people from their homes.  An estimated 
200,000 people have fled their homes in the past two months to escape fighting 
between government troops, UN peacekeepers and rebel forces in north and south Kivu 
and around the regional capital of Goma, close to the Rwandan border in eastern DRC.  
With the situation worsening daily, Christian Aid's local partners are continuing to 
support families as they try to keep their lives intact through these insecure times. But 
more help is needed.  „Sporadic violence is making it difficult to work in the area around 
Goma,‟ reports Andre Nsengiyumva, Christian Aid‟s regional emergency officer for 
central Africa. „Some people are returning home but those who can‟t are waiting for 
food, medicines, water, shelter and cooking equipment.‟   „The churches in Goma have 
done a huge amount already, helping people who have fled areas that have come 
under the control of General Nkunda‟s rebel troops,‟ says Nsengiyumva.  „One church 
has been looking after 337 refugees, giving them beans, cassava flour and breakfast 
everyday.‟  „The current situation is incredibly tense,‟ says Jacques Miaglia, Christian 
Aid's DRC country representative. „People are confused and scared. Some have had to 
move several times to escape the fighting but in some areas families are trying to go 
home.  „We‟ve worked here with our partners throughout this conflict,‟ says Miaglia.  
„We‟ll be here to help people start again and recover from the trauma of war, but we 
urgently need extra funds if we are to reach more families.‟ UK government must act  
Christian Aid needs your donations to respond to this crisis and is also urging the UK 
government to use its influence to help secure peace in the DRC as escalating violence 
threatens to plunge the country back into war.  
 
Christian Aid believes the British government, as a major donor to the DRC and 
Rwanda, has a vital and unique role to play in securing peace for DRC and the wider 
region. 

Our Advent Wreath 
The circle of the wreath reminds Christians of God, His eternity and endless mercy, which 
has no beginning or end.  
The green of the wreath speaks of the hope Christians have in God, the hope of newness, 
of renewal, of eternal life. 



Candles symbolise the light of God coming in to the world through the birth of His son, 
Jesus.  
1. God’s people – The Candle of Hope  

Hope is like a light shinning in a dark place. As we look at the light of this candle we 

celebrate the hope we have in Jesus Christ. 

2. The Old Testament Prophets – The Candle of Peace 

Peace is like a light shinning in a dark place. As we look at this candle we celebrate the 

peace we find in Jesus Christ.  

3. John the Baptist – The Candle of Love  

Love is like a candle shinning in a dark place. As we look at this candle we celebrate the 

love we have in Jesus Christ. 

4. Mary the Mother of Jesus – The Candle of Joy 

Joy is like a light shinning in a dark place. As we look at this candle we celebrate the joy 

we find in Jesus Christ. 

 

The 5th candle represents the birth of Christ. The flame of this candle reminds us that He 

is the light of the world and that if we follow Him we will never walk in darkness but will 

have the true light of life.  

 

Chrismon Tree 2008 

Our symbol for the tree this year is the peace basket from Rwanda. This illustrates our 

involvement in so many ways with our friends and the challenge our congregation has 

faced together and in our personal walks with God.  

From the Editor: Apologies that this item was missed from our last newsletter 
 

Scottish Bible Society Annual Collection 
 
Thanks to all those within the congregation who assisted with the annual collection for the 
Scottish Bible Society, or who donated towards the work. A total of £2771.90 was 
forwarded to the Bible Society for their work, an increase of 8.5% on last year. 
This is a great encouragement to all those involved in translation, production and 
distribution of bibles, in producing other audiovisual forms of communicating God‟s Word, 
and in the development of school work with Bible World. 
This year the Scottish Bible Society has continued to bring encouragement in countries 
struck by natural disasters, and is particularly involved in the volatile Middle East, 
impoverished parts of Latin America and in Bible-hungry China. 
 

Bill McKenzie 
 

Briton’s toilet pastimes revealed 
 
Reading, chatting and texting are among the favourite activities of Britons on the toilet, 
according to a survey. The study suggests more than 14 million people in the UK read 
newspapers, books and magazines on the loo. The poll points to eight million people 
talking – either on the phone or to family – and one in five sends texts. 



The survey of more than 2,000 people was commissioned by charity Tearfund for the 
World Toilet Day, on Monday 17th November which aims to highlight poor sanitary 
conditions. 
Tearfund reported that the average westerner spends three years of their life on the toilet.  
Having a clean functioning toilet is something that we expect.  World Toilet Day highlights 
the 2.6 billion people who don‟t have anywhere safe and clean to „spend a penny‟ today. 
 
Give thanks for our blessings, but remember those who have poor sanitation. 

 

Why December 25? 

It's very tough for us to imagine Mary and Joseph trudging to Bethlehem in anything but, 
"the bleak mid-winter," surrounded by "snow on snow on snow." To us, Christmas and 
December are inseparable. But for the first three centuries of Christianity, Christmas 
wasn't in December-or on the calendar anywhere.  

If observed at all, the celebration of Christ's birth was usually lumped in with Epiphany 
(January 6), one of the church's earliest established feasts. Some church leaders even 
opposed the idea of a birth celebration. Origen (c.185-c.254) preached that it would be 
wrong to honour Christ in the same way Pharaoh and Herod were honoured. Birthdays 
were for pagan gods.  

Not all of Origen's contemporaries agreed that Christ's birthday shouldn't be celebrated, 
and some began to speculate on the date (actual records were apparently long lost). Many 
different dates and times of year were chosen for many different reasons. December 25 
already hosted two other related festivals: natalis solis invicti (the Roman "birth of the 
unconquered sun"), and the birthday of Mithras, the Iranian "Sun of Righteousness" 
whose worship was popular with Roman soldiers. The winter solstice, another celebration 
of the sun, fell just a few days earlier. To pagans this meant that the winter was over and 
spring was coming and they had a festival to celebrate it and worshipped the sun for 
winning over the darkness of winter. Seeing that pagans were already exalting deities with 
some parallels to the true deity, church leaders decided to commandeer the date and 
introduce a new festival.  

Western Christians first celebrated Christmas on December 25 in 336. Eastern churches, 
however, held on to January 6 as the date for Christ's birth and his baptism. Incidentally, 
the Western church does celebrate Epiphany on January 6, but as the arrival date of the 
Magi rather than as the date of Christ's baptism.  

There is another good reason why the 25th may have been chosen. The 25th March was 
also a sacred day to the pagans, when they celebrated the coming of spring and new life. 
The early Christians took over this day as the day when Mary was told that she would 
have a very special baby, Jesus. This is called the Annunciation and is still celebrated by 
Christians on the 25th March. Nine months after the 25th March is the 25th December!  

It's also quite likely that Jesus wasn't born in the winter but in the spring! It can get very 
cold in the winter in Israel and it is thought that the Roman census that made Mary and 
Joseph go to Bethlehem would have most likely taken place during the spring at the time 
of the Jewish Passover festival (which normally takes during March or April). At this 
festival many pilgrims,-from all over the country, came to visit Jerusalem (which is about 



six miles from Bethlehem).  

Also during the winter, it's less likely that the shepherds would have been keeping sheep 
out on the hills(as those hills can get quite a lot of snow sometimes!); but lots of lambs 
would have been needed during the Passover Festival, to be sacrificed in the Temple in 
Jerusalem.  

So whenever you celebrate Christmas, remember that you're celebrating a real event that 
happened about 2000 years ago, that God sent his Son into the world as a Christmas 
present for everyone!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates – December 2008 

Saturday 13 December DCC Carol Singing, Loreburn Centre, 11am 
Saturday 13 December Christian Aid Carol Singing, Homebase, 1.30-3.30pm 
Sunday 14 December Christmas Family Service, Church, 11am 
Monday 22 December Carol Singing, Goldielea Nursing Home, 6.30pm 
Tuesday 23 December Parish Carol Singing, meet at the Centre - 6.45pm 
Wednesday 24 December Parish Carol Singing, meet at the Centre - 6.45pm 
Wednesday 24 December Watchnight Service, Church, 11.30pm 
Thursday 25 December Christmas Day Service, Church, 11am 
Sunday 28 December Holy Communion, Church, 11am 
Saturday 3 January 2009 Prayer Breakfast, Centre, 7.30am 
Tuesday 6 January  Guild Meeting, Centre, 7.30pm 
Wednesday 14 January Kirk Session Meeting, Centre, 7pm 
Saturday 17 January World Mission Conference, Kirkcudbright, 10am-3pm 
Sunday 18 January   Prayers for Christian Unity 
Tuesday 27 January  Healing Service, Centre, 7.30pm 
Sunday 1 February  Family Service, Church, 10am 
Tuesday 3 February  Guild Meeting, Centre, 7.30pm 
Wednesday 11 February  Kirk Session Meeting, Centre, 7pm 
Wednesday 18 February Board Meeting, Centre, 7pm 
Thursday 19 February  DCC AGM, Y.M.C.A. Castle Street, 7.30pm 
Sunday 22 February  Communion, Church, 11am 
Tuesday 24 February Healing Service, Centre, 7.30pm 
Friday 28 February  Lent Lunch in St. John's Hall. 



 
Hello from your New Editor 

 
Firstly may I take this opportunity on behalf of everyone in the Church to thank Fiona 
Power for all her hard work over the past years editing the Newsletter. I think that 
everyone will agree that she has done a fantastic job.  I would also like to thank Fiona for 
her help and advice on my first addition, also Billy Goldie for keeping me right and Steve 
Johnstone for showing me his magical transformation tricks.  
A big thank you to everyone who has contributed over the years and those who have 
given me lots of wonderful articles for my first edition.  
We are always looking for items for the newsletter so if you have anything you would like 
to share please e-mail them to churchnewsletter@btinternet.com or see me in 
Church. It doesn‟t matter how old or young you are, and we would like to encourage the 
young people in the church to get involved, even if it is just sharing a small pray or 
something that you have done in the YF or Power House, we would love to hear from you. 

Karyn Shanks 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Date Reading 
  

7 December Philippians 2:1-11 

14 December Powerhouse 
21 December John 1:1-18 

25 December Isaiah 9:1-7 

28 December Matthew 2:16-23 

4 January 2009 Luke 2:41-51 
11 January Matthew 3:1-17 
18 January Matthew 4:1-11 
25 January Matthew 11:1-19 

1 February 10am 

         11am 

 

Genesis 18:1-15 
8 February Genesis 22:1-19 
15 February Genesis 24:34-49 

22 February Genesis 25:19-34 
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