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Ministerds Letter

|l am currently having the job of sortir
passed away a few weeks ago. | have to say she made my job a lot easier by having
everythingwell organised and planned for such a time as this.

A few days before she died she told me that the Lord had answered her prayers
because she had spent her life caring for my grandmother and worried what would
then happen to her living on her own. Shid tme that Joy had given back to her the

love and care she had shown to her motherraver once had Joy had cross words
with her in all the years she had known her.

| shared in her eulogy at the funeral that one of her happiest memories was the time
shewent to visit my brother Charlie down in Bath and travelled down by train. When
the train stopped at the station Charlie was waiting for her with a roll of red carpet
under his arm. When she stepped out of the train he threw the carpet down in front of
her. When the passengers on the platform saw this there was spontaneous laughter
and applause. Of course, my mother was thrilled.

It made me think of the importance of creating good memories for people.

| know and am thankful for the people in my life who @aven me good memories

of times spent with them. | am also aware of the support we have had through our
time of loss through prayer, cards and words of encouragement. | was so aware of us
being upheld in prayer it was quagesome.

As we approach Easté think of the disciples who were left with their memories of
Jesus after he was taken from them. They must have had mixed emotions when they
shared those memories with one another. They would be saddened that Jesus hac
been taken from them but also lded with the wonderful memories they had of
times spent with Him.

One of the things | came across at my
been presented to her in Sunday Schodl931. She had carried that with her all
through her childhood, thear and took it with her to Africa and back and kept it all
those years. Inside the cover she had written:

AMargaret Wi lson iIs my name. Scotl and
pl ace, and God is my salvationo.

Easter speaks of hope and salvatmall who call on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;

Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;

let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing;

for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.

Thine be the gloryisen conquering Son,

Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won.

Sincerely in Christ,
Billy Kelly



FROM THE SESSION CLERK

At the January Kirk Session meeting the
Open Handso, by Havanderful Dbokiwomspintualitylahdipayern s &
which has been a comfort and inspiration to many people for over thirty years. The
minister read from the introduction, in which the author tackles the issue of why

people find prayer difficult, especially peopldavmay be new to prayer. One of the

major barriers for these people is recognising and letting go of all those feelings that
we keep bottled up: bitterness, jealousy, anger, disappointment, guilt, fear etc.. It was
likened to clutching a coin in a clenchiest. It may be a coin of very little value, but

we hold it tightly to ourself as if it were the most important thing in the world and we
stubbornly resist all attempts get us to open our hand and let it go. It is difficult for us

to allow someone elsetmour heart to see all the innermost thoughts and feelings

that we would rather leave in the darkness. But when we come to recognise the

barrier we have constructed within ourself, and as we persevere in prayer, we become
able to gradually release thosenfys that are binding us and separating us from God.

At the end of the passage Henr.i Nouwen
hol ding on to in your <c¢clenched fist?o

On a more prosaic note, here is the Statistical Return for last year:
Number m the Roll at 31 December 2007: 382
Removed from the RollBy death: 4

By Certificate: 3
Otherwise: 20

Added to the Roll: By Profession: 7
By Certificate: 3
Restoration0

Number on the Roll at 31December 2008: 365



Dumfries Christian Council
Christians Together in Dumfries

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

All Services are at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated

Monday 6th April 0 St Teresads RC

Tuesday 7th April 6 Salvation Army

Wednesday 8th April 0 United Reform Church

Thursday 9th April @ Troqueer Parish Church
including Sacrament of Holy Communion

Friday 10th April 0 The Walk of Withess

leaving Troqueer Parish Church at 10.30am prompt

and
The Evening Service takes place at 7.30pm in

St Michael's & South Church

Easter Day Sunday 12th April

8am Sunrise Service at Millgreen
led by Pastor John Donnelly, Glen Aros Fellowship

Breakfast Fellowship afterwards at Maxwelltown Church

ALL WELCOME

Ch
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Lent Lunches
Lent lunchesare just getting underway and it will be Troqueer's turn to help with the
soup on Friday 6th March. Thanks to all those who will be helping with this. Lent
Lunches continue to until Friday 3rd Apml St John's Hall between 12noen
1:30pm We are hopingo raise over £3000 for Christian Aid over the 6 weeks.
Please come along and enjoy the fellowship.

Count your blessings lent resource

Copies of the sheet are available on the sides of the chilmshsimple idea has
something to reflect on for eveday in Lent. Any money collected can be sent direct
to Christian Aid or via Alison Wright.

Material for children is also available.

Environment Fair

This event organised for the council to raise awareness of environmental issues will
be on Sat 7th Mah in DGOne. There will be stalls from several Christian
organisations includindraidcraft, Tearcraft and Christian Aid.

Christian Aid Week 10th -16th May

We will be collecting for Christian Aid in the streets around the church. Christian Aid
week isthe largest collective witness in the country with 300,000 people collecting
door to doorlt is important no only for the money it raises (£18,137 locally last year)
but also to raise the profile of the poorest people in the world and to demonstrate that
Christians are working to eradicate poverty. For us as a congregation it gives the
opportunity to call on our neighbours and offer greetings in Jesus's haums.
experiencanembers of the public expect the red envelope to drop on their mat every
May.

If you can help in any way: delivering or collecting envelopes or counting the
money. please speak to Alison Wright

Fairtrade Fortnight

We are at the start of Fairtrade fortnight as the newsletter goes to press.
In Dumfries there will be a pancaparty, film screenings and the

FAIRTRADE
visit of Cornelius Lynch a banana farmer to the Christian Aid Lent lunch on Friday
6th March- the day of Troqueer's turn to make soup.

Progress on Fairtrade is continuing across the region with Dunscore becoming the
first Fairtrade area in February.

Contact Alison Wright for more information or to get involved in making Dumfries a
Fairtrade town.

Alison Wright



Why not use Fairtrade products in your recip&stow is a recipes donated to the
Fairtrade Foundation toyt out using a diverse array of ingredients from Fairtrade
fruits to nuts and spicedviore recipes, including many savoury recipes, can be found
on theFairtrade website http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/products/recipes.aspx

Nutty Chocolate & Coffee Brownies
Makes about 12 brownies.

Ingredients
50g dark Fairtrade chocolate, roughly broken up

110g butter

2 eggs, beaten

2259 unrefined (golden) Fairtrade sugar
50g plain flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
pinch of salt
100g hazelnuts (chopped in half)

For the frosting
100g butter, softened toom temperature
100g icing sugar
100g cream cheese
1 tablespoon strong black Fairtrade coffee

Method
Preheat oven to 180°C/350°F/gas mark 4. Grease a tin measuring approximately
27cm x 18cm and line with baking parchment, allowing paper to rise 3cm timve
tin. Toast hazelnuts in oven for 10 minutes (maximum) until lightly browned. Melt
chocolate and butter in a bowl over a pan of simmering water. Sieve flour, baking
powder and salt into a bowl. Stir in sugar. Beat in eggs and chocolate mixture until
well-mixed. Stir in hazelnuts. Pour mixture into the tin and bake fetBMinutes
until centre springs back when lightly pressed. Remove from oven and allow to cool
completely in tin. To make frosting, beat butter and icing sugar together until pale
and fuffy. Beat in cream cheese and coffee. Spread frosting on cooled Brownies.
Chill in fridge for 30 minutes, then cut into squares.


http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/resources/books.aspx
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/products/recipes.aspx

Gethsemane

Beloved son, | know this cup is hard to bear,
And yes, | must forsake you, so | shall not be there,
But | ask you to remember in your pain,
These are your friends, you will not die in vain.

| cannot take away this cup, almighty though | be,

You know | will not change the course of destiny.
Your Love will see you through this wretched agony,
And all will seethe darkness change to light, eternally.

Your friends lie fast asleep, and will not understand
What happens here tomorrow in this Godsaken land.
Fear will rise within them and hurl them far away;
You are all alone tomorrow, no matter what they say.

You are like the moon tonight here in Gethsemane;
Your light shines bright through the darkness of humanity.
| am pleased with you alone, I've told you so before,
But here the soldiers come; | cannot be here any more.

By Robin Smith

Easter Prayer

Father God, Thankou for New Life
For Spring flowers, baby chicks, new born lambs
For Spring sunshine and rain showers
Which helps the plants to grow.

Thank you for the dried bulbs and seeds which look so dead
They are springing into new life, soon they will be beautiful.

Most of all Lord, We thank you for your Son, Jesus,
Who suffered and died for us, on the cross.

And today, we celebrate, that on Easter Day
He rose from the dead.

HE IS RISEN! ALLELUIA!



JESUS KNOCKING

A nurse on the pediatric ward, before listeninghi little ones' chests,
would plug the stethoscope into their ears and let them listen to their
own hearts. Their eyes would always light up with awe. But she never
got a response to equal feygarold David's.

Gently he tucked the stethoscope in hiseard placed the disk over
his heart. "Listen," she said, "What do you suppose that is?"
He drew his eyebrows together in a puzzled line and looked up as if
lost in the mystery of the strange t&p-tapping deep in his chest.
Then his face broke out inveondrous grin. "Is that Jesus knocking?"

Listen to your heartbeat.
Listen for the knock of Jesus upon the door of your heart.

~Whisper Jesus~
Today | got a burden
And | felt that | should pray
For God's spirit seemed to tell me
That you needed prayer toda

| don't know what the problem is
| sure do know the cure
And if you'll only let Him
God will keep you safe and secure

In life there's always problems
Cropping up to spoil our day
My friend you know the answer
All you have to do is pray

If you still feel you're defeated

And you want to run and hide

Just reach out and I'll be there
Right there by your side

Remember, Whisper "Jesus"
For He is just a prayer away
He's so close that you can touch Him
All you have to do is pray



My Favourite Hymns
Featring Billy and Kathleen Goldie

This time we feature Billy and Kathleen
Goldie who have both been associated
with Troqueer Church since early
childhood.
Billy spent his entire working life in the
printing trad® 30 vyears with the
Dumfries and Galloway Stalard and 11
years as proprietor
Dumfries town centre. He also served as
Clerk to the Board for seven years under
. Bill McKenzie in the 1980s.

It worked out well for during my 10 years
as editor of the church magazine he was alwaysaod ko assist with layout and any
ot her probl ems. The OFavourite Hy mns o
organist Jim Paton the subject and over six years no fewer than 64 individuals have
so far been featured.
Kathleen became a hairdresser after ilrg\Dumfries Academy and worked at the
then McGi bbondés Sal on on Catntemaethellihere et .
early twenties after her family arriveq
Group.
Said Billy, 6l st awasfed lt\vsin ttheaojd MEMillanaHall ~ w I
in Church Street at that time and | still remember that antiquated pedal organ on the
stage and my first teacher, Betty Rowan who went on to marry Andrew Goodfellow.
0At t hat tWhate friend wenhavanyesasand When he comettvhich
was often sung aGr etahte aHeda & ma g ek lBegng 0 O
handed out

ol spent seven years at Sunday School
Fellowship, and became a member of Troqueer Chwizén | turned 18. | have
listened to four ministerslohn Wilson, Louis Mangles, Bill McKenzie and Billy
Kelly and they al/l had their own distir

By the time Kathleen commenced Sunday School with her two siblings mhénaeld

to the outhouses at the manse but hymns she enjoyed at that timi Wesene to

Jesus, There is a green hill far awand God is always near me&he joined the
church aged 16, became a Sunday School teacher for a spell and fondly remembers
RobertMcintyre who was superintenant for many years.

Recall s Kathl een, 6 We first met at th
manse gardens when | was 16, and at that time Billy was helping Mr Mangles at the
Youth Fellowship on Sunday nights. Nainp after that we discovered that our
families had a | ink. My grandfather T
Goldie were both raised in Drumsleet in the Parish of Troqueer and both came from
| arge families. o




They were married by the Rev Mangles ord Zlune 1969 and have two children
who also attended Sunday School . She a
with his wife Fiona and is an electrical technician at the Nestle factory down there.
They have two children, Krystal (9) and Calan (7) aathlattend the C of E school

at Scotby.

600Our daught er Fi o n-imemgm marriedDouAitah Gibsenswho a
has his own fencing business. They also have two children, Scott (3) and Zara (1)

who were both christemed at Al l ands cht
Said Billy, O6At both servByesoothe$8i hadr
rll b ut I stil | feel I tds not gui te t he
moderni sed. 0

He continued, o0l | i ke hy mAndcabitbeaGdiae | e s
Divine, all loves excelingal so | saac Watt Whken lgsureegthe c or

wondrous crossvhich Wesley himself admitted he would have loved to have been
credited with writ i fogcodbé e Glaryhitrethat rosing e a | |
chorus,Praise the Lord, Praise the Lard

OHowever, I mu s t say | prefer ol der hy
enjoy The servant Kingand Shine Jesus shifieboth by Graham Kendrick. Also
Beneath the throne of God abdve.

He admitted that henjoyed powerful hymns and stressédA | | hail t he
Jesusd name, Cr own andO far avthousdnd tongues/to séhg o wn
sometimes difficult to sing but marvell

Other old traditional ones he loves dree daythou gavest Lord has ended, Abide
with meand especiallNearer my Godtotheend openly admit s,
one my mind dfi f éamnidbéd W ttd otsltee de@vout s
praise when facing certain death. o

Kathleen confessd |, OWhen my sister suddenly be
my brother Steve and | prayed a lot for her and two hymns which inspired me at that
critical time wereO love that wilt not let me gand an old schoolday favouriizear

Lord and Father of makind. Thankfully, Norma recovered, and we thank God for

t hat . 0

Bethoumyvisions one of her motherdés favourit
May and Tommy Johnstone, were married in Troqueer Church by the Rev John
Wilson in July 1948 and celebrateetr Diamond Wedding only last yéas o | 6 d

A

| i ke to dedicate this hymn to them.2o

Both chose to leave their personal favourite to last. For Kathleen idwgas closer
walk withtheea n d f o r Thnie belthg glarwhizlshe always enjoys singing at
Troqueer on Easter Sunday.

Fiona Power



The Best o6 Burns

As we know Burns spent the last 5 yrs oflHisin Dumfries, so | felt that the 28Gnniversary of

his birth deserved an appreciation of the best that his god given talent gave to the world. Burns was
full of human frailties, but sometimes his poetry aspired to the highest heights of humats,insigh
justice, honesty, beauty, fairness and idealism.

Whose romantic instincts can fail to be awakened by such verse as
A Red Red Rose

O my Luve's like a rededrose,
That's newly prung in June:
O my Luve's like the melodie,
That's sweetly play'd in tune.

As fair art thou, myponielass,
So deep in luve am [;
And | will luve thee still, my dear,
Till a' the sas gang dry.

Or
The Banks 06 Doon

Aft hael rov'd by bonieDoon,
To see the woodbine twine;
And ilka birds sang o' its Luve,

And sae did b' mine.

And alltheworldrelees t o the feelings of I|ifelang frie

We twa hae run about the braes,
And pou'd the gowans fine;
But we've wander'd mony a weary fit,
Sin' auld lang syne.

And there's a hand, my trusty fere!
And gie's a hand' thine!
And we'lltak a right gudewilly waught,
Forauldlangsyne.

And after all these years Burnsdé pithy phrase
00 wad some power the giftie gie
To see oursels as ithers see us

OThe-abeshemes 06 mice an men
Gang aft agley. 0


http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1330.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/210.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/18.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/839.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/291.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/210.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1208.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1208.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1635.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/62.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1054.html

And then his master piece, 6A Mands a Man for
throughout the world, and I &dm sure we all joi
mankindi

The let us py that come it may

(As come it will for adé that)

That Sense and Worth ob6er a the
Shall bear the gree an ad that!
For aod6 that, and ad that,

ltés comin yet for adé that
That man to man the worl d odber
Shall brithers be for ad that

Bill Murphy

RED ROOSTER

Said the little red roostdelieve me things are getting tough
Seems that worms are getting scarcer and | can never find enough.
What's become of all those fat ones is a mystery to me.
For there were thousands through that rainy spell, but now where can they be?"
But the old blacken heard him, didn't grumble or complain.
She had lived through lots of dry spells; she had lived through flood and rain.
She picked a new and undug spot; the ground was hard and firm.
"l must go to the worms," she said, "the worms won't come to me."
Therooster vainly spent his day, through habit, by the ways
Where fat brown worms had passed in squads, back in the rainy days.
When nightfall found him supperless, he growled in accents rough,
“I'm hungry as a fowl can be conditions sure are tough."
The oldblack hen hopped to her perch and drooped her eyes to sleep
And murmured, in a drowsy tone, "Young man, hear this and weep.
I'm full of worms and happy, for I've eaten like a pig
The worms are there, but boy |



YF

| read sonewherethreeimportant needs for young Christians are
to feel safe

to look smart
to discover how to be spiritual

We are so fortunate to have youngsters at YF who share their personal relationship with God and
even their lack of relationship. We trydgaide them on their journey and enathiem to make the

right choicesHaving fun is a top priority whether it's a bad outfit competition, making
gingerbread or having supper!

Lord, this world needs
this marvellous wealth that is youth.
Help young people!
They possess the inexhaustible wea
of the future.
Do not allow an easy life
to corrupt them,
Nor difficulties to quench their spirit.
Amen

Dom Helder Camara




Spinning Plates

| remember seeing a competitiontetevision for spinning the largest number of

plates at one time. The object was to continue the momentum whilst putting up more
spinning plates on thin flexible rods and not allowing any to slow down, fall off and
smash.

What a vi ew 0 &l spindahds pfGteessland brokenglives

This made me think of our relationship
my life hidden from him? Do | need to forgive someone? Do | really love Jesus? Is
my life a sham? How do we jointly stand before hinmorship?

|l s there something blocking the way to
sacrifices are not what you want. The way to please you is to feel sorrow deep in our
hearts (causing a broken and contrite heart). This is the kind of sacrificeoyauom
refuseo (Psalm 51)

Questioni What is blocking the way to real worship?



